Chapter 24
SRI RAMA CHARITAM
PART I: DESPONDENCY OF SRI RAMA
Sage Romasa continued :-
For the protection of the sages from the tyranny of
Rakshasas, Sri Maha Vishnu incarnated as Sri
Ramachandra, the son of King Dasaratha. With the
permission of their father, Rama and his brother Lakshmana
accompanied Sage Viswamitra to save his Yaga. He learnt
several skills from the sage and killed the wicked Tataki
and her son Subahu who attempted to disturb the Yaga of
the sage. The sage then took them to Mithila ruled by King
Janaka. Sri Rama won the hand of Janaka's daughter Sita
after breaking the bow of Lord Siva. While returning to
Ayodhya with his consort, Rama met the challenge of
Parasurama and subdued him. In pursuance of his father's
commitment to his third wife, Kaikeyi, Rama had to leave
for the forests. Lakshmana and Sita accompanied him
despite Rama's plea to them to stay behind. King Dasaratha
could not bear the separation from his dear son Rama and
passed away soon afterwards.
In order to protect the sages of the Dandaka forests,
Rama killed Viradha, Khara and Dushana and their entire
army. The Rakshasa king of Lanka named Ra vana employed
Mareecha to assume the form of a golden deer to lure Sita.
She pressed Rama to get it. Rama chased it and killed it.
Mareecha while dying cried"Ah Sita, Ah Lakshmana". At
the instance of Sita Lakshmana also left to the help of Rama
leaving her alone. Then Ravana stealthily abducted Sita
and confined her in his garden. Rama made friendship with
Sugreeva and killed Vali from behind a tree. Sugreeva's
minister, Hanuman traced Sita in Ravana's abode of Lanka.
At this stage Rama met sageAgastya, narrated his sad
plight and told him that he wanted to take revenge on